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something for you to explore, even if your nest is feath-
ered exactly how and you want it and has location, loca-
tion, location.   
     Last October, my husband and I moved out of our 
apartment of seven years into a more spacious dwelling. 
It was an unexpected move due the redevelopment of 
the property, but one that we were already planning, 
albeit post-pandemic. Moving during the pandemic was 

a little nerve-racking, but 
our real estate agent, the 
movers  and the other 
experts we relied upon 
helped ease our anxieties 
and — literally and figura-
tively — lightened our load. 
Once we were settled 
and got to the fun part of 
decorating and arranging 
the rooms, we began to 
embrace what a godsend 
it was to make this move. 
What seemed like bad 
timing actually ended up 
being great timing. We 
got everything on our 
wishlist, which included 
a quieter street, more 
square footage, a porch 
and a yard. Suddenly, we 
had a true refuge and one 
that enabled us to visit 

safely with loved ones in our outdoor spaces. In 
a world where many go without shelter or have 
lost everything due to the pandemic, we are 
grateful beyond measure to have a place to call 
home, particularly one that seems so luxurious. 
As we venture out of the house and back to life 
as we knew it, I hope to hold onto this sense of 
gratitude. 
     Meanwhile, as you take in this special issue, 
I invite you to explore what home means to 
you. We're glad you're here. Welcome home.  

O ver the past year, home 
became the setting for every 
aspect of our lives. Not only 
was it the place we relaxed 
and rested our heads at night, 
but also it was work, daycare, 
school, restaurant and bar, 
playground and all-around 

refuge from the deadly COVID-19 virus. 
Or for those who contracted the virus, 
home was the infirmary in which we 
fought to recover. With all of that time 
spent at home, many of us came to 
appreciate it anew, while others felt the 
walls closing in — or a combination that 
changed with the day or moment. 
     Many industries shut down or  
slowed during the pandemic, 
but the home business wasn't 
in either group. Countless  
homeowners realized, after 
spending 24 hours, 
seven days a week in 
their domiciles, that 
the kitchen needed to 
be updated,  the living 
room required reimag-
ining to accomodate 
work from home, that 
patio project was long 
overdue and the bathroom, well, 
it just needed to be torn up and 
rebuilt from the studs out. Real 
estate agents, builders, contractors, 
designers and home design and 
improvement retailers continued 
to work and homeowners with 
means continued or embarked 
upon all manner of projects.  
     In that spirit that we present to 
you the home issue. We've taken 
our popular kitchens spread and 
folded it into a volume celebrating 
our place of refuge, comfort, 
healing and fun —home. 
     From the best neighborhoods 
in the region and a comprehen-
sive listing of real estate agents to help you find a starter, 
dream, second or investment house, to kitchens that 
will have you reevaluating the space where you cook 
and gather and several essays exploring what home 
means to Acadianians, we're confident that there is 

Melanie Warner Spencer
Managing Editor
Melanie@AcadianaProfile.com

NOTE DE L’EDITEUR

GET MORE ACADIANA PROFILE AT ACADIANAPROFILE.COM AND BY FOLLOWING US ON INSTAGRAM AND FACEBOOK

BEHIND THE 
SCENES: Homes 
photographer 
Haylei Smith 
always finds the 
perfect angle. 
Her creative eye 
was integral to 
the home issue. 
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Those Lucky Winners
Broussard, Maurice, Cut Off, Youngsville, 
Lafayette, Opelousas This year, Acadiana 
raised $1,334,000 for St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital. The winner of the 2021 
($650,000) St. Jude Dream Home in Broussard: 
Hunter Boynton of Maurice. Other winners: 
Gable and Paula Mejia of Cut Off ($1,000 
Visa gift card); Brenda Melancon of Lafayette 
($2,500 AmEx gift card); Tracy Biggerstaff of 
Youngsville ($10,000 Visa gift card); and the 2021 
Buick Encore GX went to Juanita Fontenot of 
Opelousas. A $100 ticket rendered each win.

by Lisa LeBlanc-Berry

NOUVELLES DE VILLES

LAFAYETTE

A Taller Skyline

Plans were recently unveiled 
for a new Seven16 Lafayette 
Towers that will feature two 
identical 20-floor, high-rise 
structures flipped opposite 
from each other. The 8th 
floor will have a luxury 
restaurant space with rooftop 
patio dining; floors 17-20 will 
include residential condos 
or a luxury hotel. Tentative 
construction start date on 
the first tower is early 2022 
(seven16lafayettetower.com).

Inspired House  
of Cards

ARNAUDVILLE, GRAND COTEAU 
This Fall, UL-Lafayette 
architecture students 
are building a diminutive 
structure they designed, 
named the “House of 
Cards” (with slanting walls) 
in the Frozard Cultural 
District as a retreat for 
artists/writers. Located 
on the Corridor des Arts 
between Grand Coteau 
and Arnaudville. Facilitated 
by NuNu Arts Collective 
(nunucollective.org).

FOR MORE  
NEWS BRIEFS VISIT 

ACADIANAPROFILE.COM

PHOTO COURTESY ST. JUDE'S DREAM HOME
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houseboat on Bayou Teche, or in shrimp 
boats lined up in port at Delcambre. The 
atmosphere, the mood, everything is 
idyllic. No mortgage rates, interest rates, 
recessions or foreclosures here, just the 
beauty of Acadiana and one artist’s 

imagination committed to canvas. 
To capture those moments, 
Weber, who now teaches 
art in New Iberia, paints 
mostly with oils. They 
dry slowly, which enables 
him to rework a painting 
as he progresses. And 
like many landscape art-
ists, he enjoys painting 
outdoors on location, or 

“en plein air.” But because 
sunlight and atmospheric con-

ditions are ever changing, he takes 
photographs as field notes to complete 

the painting back in his studio. Almost a decade 
ago, Weber’s interest in plein air painting led 
him to create New Iberia’s annual Shadows-on-
the-Teche Plein Air Painting Competition that 
has drawn artists from across the nation. 
Those moments when Weber retreats into the 

Acadian landscape and his memories have, as he 
says, changed his life.
“I made a decision to do like the Hudson River 

painters,” he says. “They painted as much in that 
area as they could because it was so beautiful. I 
started to paint as much as I could in south Loui-
siana to leave something for people to see how 
beautiful it is.”
That’s quite a legacy.
Weber’s paintings can be seen at Barnel’s Art 

& Framing Gallery in Lafayette and A Spot for 
Tea Art Gallery in New Iberia. ■

(facing page) "Fishing in 
the Atchafalaya Basin" 

(left) "Delcambre Shrimp 
Boats at Port" (bottom) 

"Superior Bridge, New Iberia" 
(right) Jerome Weber
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VIEW MORE PAINTINGS 
BY JEROME WEBER AT  

ACADIANAPROFILE.COM

L’ART

Going Home
Artist Jerome Weber 
captures the beauty of the 
South Louisiana landscape 

by John R. Kemp

To New Iberia artist Jerome Weber, the 
land in south Louisiana’s Acadian parishes, fil-
tered through warm, humid sunlight, is the most 
beautiful landscape in the United States.
“Even before I became an artist, I loved the 

Louisiana landscape,” says Weber, who was born 
in New Iberia in 1954 and was inspired by the 

landscape paintings of the late Louisiana artist 
George Rodrigue. “The bayous and swamps 
are like nothing else in the U.S. I have painted 
around the country and I still think Louisiana 
is so unique that I can’t wait to paint the scenes. 
When I’m painting, I think of nothing else.”
To Weber, a senior vice president at Com-

munity First Bank in New Iberia, possibilities 
are everywhere. He finds his art in everyday life 
along the bayous, towns and in the vast sugar 
cane fields that blanket the local landscape. 
He and his artist wife Michael (pronounced 
Michelle) travel up and down Bayou Teche 
painting and taking photographs 
of familiar scenes that are rooted 
deep in the shadowed memories 
of his younger days growing up in 
New Iberia.
“That is what I try to capture in 

my painting,” he says. “Things I 

grew up with — going down Bayou Teche with 
my dad; going into a cane field, cutting down a 
piece of cane and tasting the sugar; sitting next 
to a giant live oak with the trunk as big as a car; 
painting the Superior Bridge (crossing Bayou 
Teche) in my boat, called the ‘Cajun Monte & 
Company,’ with my wife. All these things remind 
me of home.”
Going home is exactly what Weber had in 

mind when he began painting over a decade ago 
during the Great Recession of 2008. A friend sug-
gested Weber try painting as therapy and refuge 
to deal with the economic crisis. Since then, 

creating art has become something 
more to him. His impressionistic 
images are transcendent journeys 
into a world of beauty and peace. 
One can see it in his images of fall 
colors in Breaux Bridge, a pecan 
grove in Cade, a small wood-frame 
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RECETTES DE COCKTAILS

A Cosmo 
Comeback
Canons of a celebratory 
classic are elevated with 
a fresh improvisation 
at Fire and Oak 

by Lisa LeBlanc-Berry  
photo by Romero & Romero

There may be a debate over who created 
the cosmopolitan, but the sweet-tart, rosy-hued 
cocktail that remains inextricably linked to the 
1990s “Sex and the City” HBO show has been 
making a comeback. 
Call it nostalgia. Its ubiquity has spurred 

countless riffs. In New York’s Greenwich Village, 
Linden Pride of Dante (listed as the “World’s Best 
Bar” in 2019 by Tales of the Cocktail) has added 
eight cosmo varietals while launching a line of 
bottled cosmopolitans.
In Lake Charles, Fire and Oak’s refreshing 

raspberry cosmo addition tops the must-try list. It 
replaces the standard cranberry juice with house-
made fresh raspberry syrup, while also switching 
out both liqueur and garnish.
“The natural pectin in the raspberries gives 

the cocktail excellent viscosity,” says proprietor 
Andrew Green. Spoken like a true chef. 
Best known for his fine dining haven, 1910 

(shuttered after hurricane Laura), Chef Green 
opened Fire and Oak (5656 Nelson Road Suite 2, 
Lake Charles) in late February following a five-
month, hurricane-related delay. He is now plan-
ning to reopen 1910 while also planning to restyle 
Fire and Oak. 
“My goal is 100% to reopen 1910 and return it 

to its former glory,” says Chef Green. “Planned 
Fire and Oak upgrades include adding mirrors in 
the bar and expanding the patio while creating a 
better floor plan to give it some personality.” 
Beyond craft cocktails, Chef Green’s cuisine 

dazzles. Begin with fried oysters, crisped by 
potatoflakes, fancifully stacked atop Rockefeller 
sauce with pickled purple carrots and radishes 
or the baked canoe-cut beef shank bone cradling 
creamy bone marrow, served with grilled artisan 
country bread. Next, order Chilean sea bass with 
pineapple fried rice and wasabi beurre blanc and 
end with “Something Chocolate,” an unforgettable 
cardamom cake filled with frothy white chocolate 
amaretto mousse crowned with a bourbon choco-
late mirror glaze. Like the festive raspberry cosmo, 
the alluring sweet sensation is both complex and 
approachable. ■

GET THE RECIPE FOR 
RASPBERRY SYRUP AND 

WATCH A VIDEO OF A 
RASPBERRY COSMO  
BEING CRAFTED AT 

ACADIANAPROFILE.COM

RECIPE

Raspberry 
Cosmo

1
Muddle 4 ounces 
fresh raspberries 
and .5 ounces 
Pierre Ferrand dry 
curaçao together. 
Add 1.5 ounces 
Wheatley vodka, .75 
ounces lime juice 
and 1 ounce chilled 
raspberry syrup. 

2
Shake vigorously 
with ice. Double 
strain into a martini 
glass. Anchor a 
fresh rosemary 
sprig with a 
few raspberries 
as garnish. 

18        ACADIANA PROFILE        AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2021



ACADIANAPROFILE.COM        21

MAIN COURSE

Beef Tenderloin 
With Stroganoff 
Sauce
There are several stories as 
to who created the dish and 
for whom it was named. It is 
believed that a French chef 
named Charles Briere won a 
St. Petersburg cooking contest 
in 1891 with a dish he called 
Beef Stroganov, perhaps 
named for Count Pavel 
Alexandrovich Stroganov 
who was a member of the 
oldest and wealthiest Russian 
families under the czars. 

MAKES 6 SERVINGS

1 (3-pound) beef 
tenderloin, trimmed
¼ cup olive oil
1 tablespoon kosher salt
1 tablespoon coarsely 
ground black pepper 
¼ teaspoon cayenne pepper
Stroganoff sauce 
(recipe online)

PREHEAT oven to 450 F. Tie 
meat with kitchen twine at 
one-inch intervals to hold 
the shape of tenderloin. 
Rub meat with olive oil, and 
season generously with salt, 
black pepper and cayenne.  
HEAT a large, heavy ovenproof 
skillet over high heat. Add 
tenderloin and sear on all 
sides, rotating it about 1 
minute per side to brown 
evenly. Transfer skillet to 
oven and roast for 10 to 12 
minutes, then turn roast 
over and cook another 10 
minutes or so, or until the 
internal temperature reaches 
about 125 F for medium rare. 
Remove from oven and cover 
loosely with aluminum foil. 
Allow to stand at least 10 
minutes before carving into 6 
portions to serve with sauce.

STARTER

Oyster Soup
Serve with oyster crackers 
or hot French bread.  

MAKES 6 TO 8 SERVINGS

1 stick (8 tablespoons) butter 
4 tablespoons butter plus 4 
more tablespoons butter
4 tablespoons all-
purpose flour
1 cup finely chopped onions
1 quart warm cream 
(or half-and-half) 
4 dozen freshly shucked 
oysters, drained and 
oyster liquor reserved
salt and freshly ground 
black pepper to taste
3 tablespoons chopped 
Italian parsley leaves

COMBINE 4 tablespoons 
butter with flour in a large, 
heavy pot over medium 
heat. Stirring slowly and 
constantly for about 4 minutes, 
make a light brown roux.  
ADD onions and cook, stirring, 
until soft, about 5 minutes. 
Combine cream with reserved 
oyster liquor and add slowly to 
roux mixture, stirring constant-
ly. The mixture will thicken 
slightly. Bring to a gentle boil, 
then reduce heat to medium-
low and simmer for 2 minutes.  
ADD oysters, parsley, and 
remaining 4 tablespoons butter 
and simmer until the edges 
of the oysters curl. Remove 
from the heat and serve.  

TO GET THE  
STROGANOFF 

SAUCE RECIPE, VISIT 
ACADIANAPROFILE.COM 

 You can serve the dish 
with buttered noodles 
but I sometimes opt to 

offer small red potatoes 
tossed with butter and 

minced flat leaf parsley. 
Steamed asparagus is 

also another good side.  

DESSERT

Frozen Caffe Latte
Serve in wine glasses that 
have been pre-chilled 
in the ‘fridge or freezer. 
Garnish with sweetened 
whipped cream. 

MAKES ABOUT 6 SERVINGS 

½ cup sugar
3 cups freshly brewed 
espresso or strong coffee
1 cup whole milk

CHILL a 13-inch by 9-inch 
baking pan in the freezer. 
IN A MEDIUM BOWL, stir sugar 
into coffee until dissolved. Let 
cool completely. Stir in milk. 
Pour mixture into the chilled 
baking dish. Freeze for about 
30 minutes, then stir well 
with a fork to incorporate the 
ice. Continue freezing, stir-
ring every 30 minutes until 
liquid freezes completely, 
about three hours.  

DE LA CUISINE

Cooking  
Ahead
Dishes to make 
between summer's 
dog days and 
crisp, cool fall  

by Marcelle Bienvenu  
photo & styling by Eugenia Uhl

During the hot, humid days of late 
summer, my mother used the phrase 
“the dog days of summer.” I didn’t 
think much about it, assuming, that 
the days were so hot even dogs suf-
fered the heat. Recently I was leafing 
through a 2015 issue of National Geo-
graphic and found this tidbit:
“To the Greeks and Romans, the 

'dog days' occurred around the day 
when Sirius appeared to rise just 
before the sun, in late July. They 
referred to these days as the hottest 
time of the year, a period that could 
bring fever, or even catastrophe.”
As much as I like the languid 

summer, I'm ready for the first nip 
of cool weather, so I can enjoy the 
bounty of fall. I eagerly wait for a 
Houma friend to bring a tub of oys-
ters, fresh from the bays along the 
coast. I always set some aside to eat 
raw with crackers and spicy cocktail 
sauce, but also favor a creamy soup 
of oysters that my mother often pre-
pared on Sunday nights when the 
cold winds were blowing. ■
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Instead of a formal 
dining room, the 
Landrys opted for a 
more casual kitchen 
nook, with a custom-
built zebrawood 
table attached to the 
granite countertop.
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LA MAISON

Homeowner Renee Landry enjoys the unique 
indoor loggia-styled space, with stepping 
stones traversing a pond flanked by found 
and made art pieces. According to designer 
Robin Thibodeaux, she and her team were 
careful to keep the resident goldfish fed 
throughout the duration of the project. 

2013, his widow Andree, also an artist, held 
Iggie to his promise. The two developed such 
a close bond that she referred to him as her 
“chosen son.” 

Andree passed away in 2017, leaving the 
Landrys her home and its contents, including 
thousands of art pieces and objects she and 
her husband created and collected. Andree 
asked them to keep everything, a promise the 
Landrys felt compelled to honor as a tribute to 
the Stansburys’ remarkable legacy.
The midcentury home, built in 1963 on land 

fronting the Vermilion River, presented a mas-
sive undertaking. The structure needed a com-
plete renovation, the artistic treasures required 
thoughtful display, and the waterfront bulkhead 
was failing, with land sliding into the river.   
According to Renee, structural engineers 

advised them to level the house and start over. 
The Landrys refused. 
“We made a promise, and we would never go 

back on that promise to her,” says Renee. “So, 
we said no. We will do what we have to do to 
renovate it.”
The couple brought in designer Robin 

Thibodeaux and her team, including Taylor 
Glorioso who served as the project’s design 
lead. Along with builder Keith Bates and other 

The Art of Not 
Letting Go
Lafayette couple preserves 
a midcentury masterpiece 
and its creators’ legacy

by Rebecca Friedman photos by Haylei Smith

Iggie and Renee Landry thought they 
had their retirement mapped out. The former 
nurses — Renee in a local OB-GYN’s office and 
Iggie in hospice care — built a home in Lafay-
ette for their next chapter, never anticipating 
a transformational twist.
According to Renee, Iggie’s dying patients 

often asked him to look out for their loved 
ones — and Iggie always said yes. One of these 
patients was Mike Stansbury, a Lafayette artist 
and fitness enthusiast who had owned one of 
the city’s first health clubs. After Mike died in 
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TO GET MORE OF THIS 
HOME AND SEE THE 

ART COLLECTION VISIT 
ACADIANAPROFILE.COM
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Homeowners Renee 
and Iggy Landry revel 
in the exterior and 
interior spaces that 
showcase the original 
owners’ artwork, 
from sculpture to 
paintings to natural 
objects collected 
over decades. The 
barrel roof houses 
a series of arched 
stained-glass panels, 
16 on each side, 
crafted and installed 
by former owner 
Andree Stansbury. 

committed craftspeople, they spent the next 10 
months striving to preserve the former owners’ 
legacy while creating a comfortable home for 
Renee and Iggie that didn’t feel like a museum. 
“There was so much to take into account,” says 

Thibodeaux. “The original artwork, the wood 
pieces in the house, stones, amethyst pieces, carv-
ings — some of them weighed hundreds of pounds. 
We had to have huge hydraulic dollies come in to 
lift them and move things around.”
The team created a layout that separated the 

home into living areas for Mike and Renee and 
gallery spaces for much of the artwork. They also 
worked with the Landrys to choose transitional 
furnishings that would meld their more tradi-
tional style with the midcentury space, choosing 
fabrics and colors to serve as a bridge. 
The project culminated with an open house 

that gathered friends, family, local government 
officials and others to celebrate the historic home 
and its owners, past and present.
“My husband said, ‘If we’re going to have this 

house … we’re going to share,” says Renee. “I still 
have people call [to ask], ‘Can we come and tour 
the home and see the artwork?’ I know that’s what 
Andree wanted … Her legacy is living on by us 
sharing the house with people.” ■

Design: Designs 
by Robin, Robin 
Thibodeaux and 
lead designer 
Taylor Glorioso, 
dbrlafayette.com

Builder: Bates 
Construction LLC



From contemporary designs to more classic takes, this roundup of showstopper 
kitchen renovations will inspire you. By MICHELLE MASTRO Photography by HAYLEI SMITH
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Adding to the crisp 
feel of this all-white 

kitchen, Shaker style 
cabinets offer clean 
lines that allow the 
refinished red brick 

f loors and oak beams 
to take pride of place. 
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ANTIQUE TOUCHES
While predominantly traditional in style, this all-white kitchen 
gets a modern update in its accessories. 

Were it assigned a category, this kitchen would probably fall under transitional, says 
designer Brianne Jenkins. Modern quartzite countertops suggest a more modern view of 
things, yet the refinished red brick floors and oak beams hugging the ceiling clearly link 
the space to the classic Southern kitchen. Not to mention, the all-white cabinets feel more 
timeless than the recently popular bold blue and green cooking spaces cropping up all 
over social media feeds.

But an all-white kitchen also offers the homeowner a brilliant foundation for endlessly 
changeable accents and accessories. In this kitchen, the hardware is minimal and clean. 
The faucet is a polished nickel, for instance, while the cabinetry pulls are either gold fin-
ished or antique brass — not stained to look antique. Jenkins chose to mix metals and 
finishes, blending the different colors to create a collected look that feels strikingly modern. 
“Homeowners should avoid anything too matchy-matchy,” says Jenkins. Building layers 
in this way will prevent the kitchen from feeling like it needs a refresh years down the line. 

(Interior Design by Grayson Carter Design)

 the heart of 
any dwelling, a great kitchen not 
only enhances one’s home life, but 
it may also very well transform 
it. That is what the owners of the 
kitchens featured here realized 
after their spaces were updated 
to include everything from better 
organizational devices to stylish 
finishes and hardware. Hence, 
if your goal is to create your 
own dream kitchen, a room not 
only for cooking but hosting 
momentous get-togethers, look 
no further than these examples 
to help you spruce up your 
cooking spaces. ¶ Each kitchen 
incorporates major trends, 
whether it be an overall style or 
the space’s approach to reigning 
in the chaos of cooking up a feast. 
Rolling cabinet drawers, anyone? 
What a great new way to store 
cooking gadgets and doodads. 
Three Acadiana designers have 
helped transform each kitchen 
into the mainstay of their clients’ 
homes — and with staying power 
to boot. Read on to discover every 
element to getting the looks, along 
with a few ideas for how to make 
the styles your very own.

As

A mix of metals, the cabinet hard-
ware hails from Top Knob and works 
with the pendant lights to offset the 
room’s predominately lighter hues.
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COASTAL CASUAL
A 25-year-old kitchen needed a little TLC in the form  
of a beach getaway. 

Glance through this kitchen too quickly, and you may overlook the clever references to 
balmy beach weather and seashore shades. “The homeowners wanted a beachy look 
without the seashells,” says designer Robin Thibodeaux. “They wanted allusions and 
textures recalling the beach, but not scream, ‘I am at the beach!’ — this could feel a little 
dated after a while.” 

Therefore, Thibodeaux brought in round shapes, undulating textures and hues evoking 
the sea’s rippling waves. The kitchen surround is a white Spanish tile by Equipe Ceram-
icás with a curved surface, providing a sense of movement and flow. The tile is likewise 
used in a grey color above the sink to create an accent wall and seemingly drifts up to the 
wall’s crown, affixing a dynamic look. As it would happen, this wall’s window peers out 
onto the backyard pool, further amplifying the feeling of flowing water in the kitchen. 

Colors play a significant role to creating a beach feel. The island is painted a bluish-
grey and complements the white marble countertops that includes a waterfall edge. The 
kitchen is centered with a statement hexagon mosaic (behind the stove) from SOHO 
Studio and features Carrera marble and moonstone. “All these little details make the look 
come together so perfectly,” says Thibodeaux.

(Interior design by Designs by Robin)

(Left): In the bar, the main tile is a 
picket shaped antique glass framed 
with a white quartz from Rickert 
Tile. Meanwhile, inside the bar 
cabinet itself, Thibodeaux used an 
oblong hexagon-shaped tile from 
Anatolia Tile to help bridge the 
kitchen and bar areas. To further jazz 
it up, she selected a Urethane grout 
from Bostik. This grout provides a 
softer look with subtle shimmer.

(Above) This unique Basketweave 
Panel comes from Fabrica, known 
for their hardwood. Ushering in an 
instant textural effect to an otherwise 
smooth surface, this 12 x 24 pre-woven 
panel, when assembled, creates a 
large-scale accent piece not to be 
missed. Craftsmen who assembled the 
panels also created and stained the 
finishing pieces and cased openings to 
match and complete the look.

30        ACADIANA PROFILE        AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2021

Fabricated locally in Lafayette, 
the stainless steel and nickel range 

hood was designed by Robin 
Thibodeaux and ties together the 

differing tones in the kitchen.  
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CLASSICAL  
CONTEMPORARY
Subtle colors make this kitchen’s collection of artwork pop.

Once cramped and gloomy, this now cheerfully airy kitchen bears little resemblance to what 
it once was. The challenge, says designer Lisa Bourque, was matching the kitchen with its 
accompanying family room. Both rooms shared the same footprint, so making them correspond 
automatically tricked the eye into seeing a bigger space. New maple cabinetry with a clear satin 
finish, designed by Bourque and built by Cabinets Unlimited in St. Martinville, would cor-
respond to the living room’s maple built-in shelves, while ushering in a sense of warmth. 

To illuminate the kitchen further, bricks painted white were freshened up with a new gloss 
coat. The instant shine set a calmer tone, while working as a backdrop for the cabinets’ hon-
eyed hues and the curated collection of artwork. “The homeowner wanted cleaner lines and 
uncluttered spaces,” says Bourque, who points out myriad creative ways the kitchen renders 
organization a cinch. Built-in rolling drawers host all manner of cooking tools, while the lowered 
countertop functions as a quasi-desk. The large cabinet conceals a computer and printer. The 
lighter wood, popular in the 1990s, is currently making a return in the design world. But to keep 
the look timeless, Lisa opted for antique touches, like the satin brass pulls and other hardware 
— “These really elevate the wood. They’re like little pieces of jewelry you can touch.”

(Interior design by Lisa Bourque Design)

Being on the smaller side, 
this kitchen space was not 
only designed with pleasing 
aesthetics in mind, but also 
functionality. Tucked away 
inside the larger cabinets, 
rows of shelves make orga-
nization a cinch. At the 
same time, the appearance 
of counter clutter is reduced 
significantly by cabinet 
doors that hide numerous 
kitchen necessities, like the 
homeowner’s coffeemaker, 
cups and other items.  

TO SEE MORE 
PHOTOS OF THESE 

CHIC KITCHENS VISIT 
ACADIANAPROFILE.COM
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Designed by Lisa Bourque and built 
by Cabinets Unlimited, the new 

maple plywood cabinetry includes 
a clear satin finish to highlight the 
wood’s beautiful, natural wonders. 
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Where 
to Live 
Next

While we can’t explore every 
great neighborhood in the 
22-parish region, in the pages 
that follow, we offer you 
snapshots of some of the best 
towns and neighborhoods in 
Acadiana, based on everything 
from great schools and historic 
architecture to cultural attractions 
and outdoor activities. 

 PLUS  A Listing of the Region's 
Top Real Estate Professionals

While the value of a good 
neighborhood is usually 

defined by its location — proximity 
to downtown, jobs and school 
districts, Acadiana’s best 
neighborhoods are often defined 
by access to churches, good 
neighbors, food and a vibrant, 
living history. Since the 
ecclesiastical parish preceded the 
formation of civil authority in 
Acadiana, many areas were built 
up around a church, such as 
Vermilionville (present-day 
Lafayette) and Royville (present-
day Youngsville). Hence, historic 
churches remain the cornerstone 
of many Cajun communities with 
surging housing demands in 2021. 

Lafayette Parish is the driver of 
Acadiana’s record-setting real 
estate market and Youngsville 
is still the fastest-growing 
community. Adjacent towns with 
historic churches and cultural 
attractions such as Broussard and 
Carencro offer comparatively 
lower home prices. When the 
massive new Amazon center 
opens, Carencro is predicted to 
“become the next Youngsville” via 
rapid expansion.

PHOTOS BY

BY LISA LEBLANC-BERRY

HAYLEI  SMITH
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AGENTS

Deborah Anderson 
CENTURY 21 
Bessette Realty, Inc. 
3025 Lake St. 
Lake Charles 
337-515-4464

Stacey Arceneaux 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-257-7234

Fred Arsement 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-654-9200

Eliana Ashkar 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-739-7061

Margaret Bach 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-266-7625

Joel Bacque 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-739-0425

Cindy Bailey 
Latter & Blum 
6 DeGaulle Sq. 
Lafayette 
337-281-2909

Karen Barker 
CENTURY 21 
Bessette Realty, Inc. 
3025 Lake St.  
Lake Charles 
337-274-3321

Pat Barnard 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-692-1277

Kasey Barnes 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-202-3323

Gwen Barrilleaux 
Latter & Blum 
509 Canal Blvd. 
Thibodaux 
985-665-9550

Amy Barrios 
Latter & Blum 
13371 Hwy. 90, 
Suite B 
Boutte 
504-874-7819

Charlie Baudoin 
Latter & Blum 
6 DeGaulle Sq. 
Lafayette 
337-654-6881

Kiwi Bautista 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-706-4445

Kristen Blanchard 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
361-727-7271

Kim Blanchard 
Latter & Blum 
11412 Lake Sherwood 
N., Suite A 
Baton Rouge 
225-772-3443

Becky Boston 
Latter & Blum 
11412 Lake Sherwood 
N., Suite A 
Baton Rouge 
225-936-5556

Marilyn Boudreaux 
CENTURY 21 Bono 
Realty 
4410 Nelson Rd. 
Lake Charles 
337-499-9592

Logan Bowers 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-257-7102

Shannon Broussard 
District South Real 
Estate Co. 
300 Rue 
Beauregard, 
Building H 
Lafayette 
337-315-0654

Mary Kay C. Brown 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-279-1210

Melanie Bruce 
Keller Williams 
Realty Bayou 
Partners 
5958 W. Main St. 
Houma 
985-790-9205

Glenda Bryan 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-251-3216

Ann Caldarera 
Latter & Blum 
509 Canal Blvd. 
Thibodaux 
985-803-2100

Bailey Caldwell 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
774-254-4828

Walter Campbell 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-251-6500

Cathy Carmouche 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-252-2021

Chad Carroll 
Latter & Blum 
210 Dr. Michael 
DeBakey Dr. 
Lake Charles 
337-884-4553

Denise Clary 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-344-5239

Chelsea Coulter 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
985-707-6820

Amanda Cox 
Latter & Blum 
210 Dr. Michael 
DeBakey Dr. 
Lake Charles 
337-965-0057

Alma Criddle 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-288-3363

Kristina Cusick 
Town & Parish Realty 
16044 Hwy. 73, Suite 
102B 
Prairieville 
225-572-2932

Cathy Cusimano 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-413-9801

Lulu David 
Rhodes Realty 
101 Rue Fontaine, 
Building 3B 
Lafayette 
337-296-3643

Tim DeAngelo 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-485-9543

Jeannie DelGreco 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-356-6303

Stefany Deroche 
Latter & Blum 
509 Canal Blvd. 
Thibodaux 
985-859-1229
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Youthful Attentions
Structured for safety with 
roundabouts instead of red 
lights, kid-friendly golf carts 
instead of cars, top schools 
and world-class youth sports

 SUGAR  SUGAR 
MILL POND MILL POND 
People enjoy 
riding golf carts 
to get around in 
this picturesque, 
walkable TND 
featuring myriad 
parks, bicycle and 
jogging paths and a 
diversity of upscale 
residences near chic 
shops and eateries, 
a town center, an 
amphitheater and 
a central pond 
frequented for 
boating, special 
events and firework 
shows. Expanding 
since its inception; 
currently in Phase 
10 (sugarmill-
pond.com). 

 SAFETY AND  SAFETY AND 
OPPORTUNITYOPPORTUNITY

“We don’t have a 
single red light in 
town,” says Jessica 
Willis, executive 
director of Youngs-
ville’s Chamber of 
Commerce. “It’s all 
roundabouts. They 
call it Roundabout-
ville. Also, we’re the 
only town without 
a single highway 
running through 
it. We only have 
two-lane roads. It’s 
very safe. People 
ride golf carts to 
get around. Since 
there’s so much to 
love here, including 
great schools, 
there are currently 
2,800 vacant lots 
in the process of 
being developed 
for new houses.”

 TOP SPORTS  TOP SPORTS 
COMPLEXCOMPLEX
The 70-acre Youngs-
ville Sports Complex 
features numerous 
tennis courts, soccer 
and baseball fields, 
little league world 
series and youth 
sports programs in 
partnership with top 
sports organizations 
(including one 
created on-site by 
Drew Brees). Sugar 
Beach volleyball, 
playgrounds, 
pavilions and 
fully stocked 
fishing ponds are 
among the perks 
(youngsvilles-
portscomplex.com). 

 CREATING  CREATING 
PRODIGIESPRODIGIES
A sister of Charter 
Schools USA, the 
12,000-square-foot 
Prodigy Early Learn-
ing’s newest location 
in Youngsville opens 
in early 2022 (ages 
8 weeks to pre-K), 
featuring a STEM 
lab and enrichment 
activities like yoga, 
sign language and 
foreign language 
education. Equipped 
with safety cameras 
and codes, hourly 
ionization filtration 
systems and ZONO 
Disinfecting Cabi-
nets that sanitize 
toys in minutes 
(Acadiana@
ProdigyLearn.com).

 METHODOLOGY The agents in this feature were selected through a 
submission process analyzed and vetted by Professional Research 

Services. Agents were asked to submit their sales volume over a specified 
12-month period. Sales volumes were required to be accompanied by proof 
(MLS numbers/letter from broker/letter from accountant). Submissions 
were open to residential real estate agents working within Acadia, 
Ascension, Assumption, Avoyelles, Calcasieu, Cameron, Evangeline, Iberia, 
Iberville, Jefferson Davis, Lafayette, Lafourche, Pointe Coupee, St. Charles, 
St. James, St. John the Baptist, St. Landry, St. Martin, St. Mary, Terrebonne, 
Vermilion and West Baton Rouge parishes. Once the submissions were 
collected, PRS established a cutoff based on the top 5 percent to 10 percent 
of volumes submitted. All agents above this cutoff were named Top Real 
Estate Professionals for 2021. Additionally, the selected agents had the 
option to endorse up three mortgage professionals within the market area. 
The mortgage professionals listed were added to a separate list of Top 
Mortgage Professionals.
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At A 
Glance 

From urbanite couples relocating with children to descendants of the original settlers seeking dream 
homes, we find Youngsville (formerly Royville) has wide appeal for its safe, upscale neighborhoods, 

excellent schools, historic churches and affluent, small-town feel. The expanding 509-acre traditional 
neighborhood development (TND) of Sugar Mill Pond arose from French settlers’ farmlands. One of the 
oldest churches in the Diocese of Lafayette, St. Anne emerged in 1859 when Desiré Roy donated nine arpents 
of farmland with a chapel to New Orleans Archbishop Antoine Blanc for the area’s first church. Desiré was 
the eldest son of prominent French planter Charles A. Roy, founder of Royville in 1839. After Desiré’s tragic 
cotton gin explosion, a younger sibling, Pierre Bienvenu, became mayor and helped organize FNB of 
Lafayette. The family’s 1760s New Orleans roots were revived when Marie Althea Roy, Pierre’s daughter, 
married Jules Alciatore of Antoine’s in New Orleans. Through wars and hurricanes, Royville thrived and was 
reincorporated in 1908 as Youngsville, earning its city moniker in 2006. From a flourishing village to a 
booming city with borders broadened by Sugar Mill Pond, Youngsville continues to attract families devoted 
to their heritage, hearth and home. 

BEST NEIGHBORHOOD TO RAISE A FAMILY
N

O
TA

B
LE

 
FE

A
TU

R
E

S

YOUNGSVILLE’S YOUNGSVILLE’S 
NAMENAME 
In 1908, the U.S. 
Postal Service 
asked village 
leaders to change 
Royville’s name to 
avoid confusion 
with Rayville in 
North Louisiana.

CITY OF CITY OF 
ROUNDABOUTSROUNDABOUTS  
Known for its 
roundabouts, 
Youngsville was 
the first city in 
Lafayette Parish 
to use traffic 
circles instead of 
red lights to ease 
congestion.

HISTORIC HISTORIC 
LANDMARKSLANDMARKS  
The circa 1875-
1899 Roy-Dupleix 
mansion; the 
162-year-old St. 
Anne Catholic 
Church, founded 
to serve five 
neighboring 
villages. 

Schools
One of Louisiana’s leading school 
systems, Youngsville’s schools include 
Southside High and Acadiana Renais-
sance Charter Academy. Prodigy 
Early Learning opens in 2022.

Famous Local
Youngsville native, Senator Dudley 
LeBlanc (“Couzan Dud”), donated 
the life-size St. Therese statue 
fronting St. Anne Catholic Church.

Highest Income
Youngsville has the highest median 
household income ($95,395) in 
Lafayette Parish ($51,462); and more 
than double New Orleans ($37,146), 
Louisiana’s largest city. 

Sugar 
Mill Pond

YOUNGSVILLE
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Kym Digiovanni 
CENTURY 21 Bono 
Realty 
4410 Nelson Rd. 
Lake Charles 
337-478-1578

Melissa Doga 
eXp Realty 
949 Ryan St., Suite 
240 
Lake Charles 
337-853-4072

Bailey Kay Dowden 
Keller Williams 
Realty  
825 Ryan St., Floor 2 
Lake Charles 
337-433-1171

Melanie Doyle 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-349-8981

Charlotte Ducote 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-849-9736

Laurie Dugas 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-937-4038

Ched Edler 
Latter & Blum 
425 W. Airline Hwy., 
Suite A 
LaPlace 
504-939-1693

Ched Edler Jr 
Latter & Blum 
425 W. Airline Hwy., 
Suite A 
LaPlace 
504-496-2433

Nicole ElDarragi 
Young 
District South Real 
Estate Co. 
300 Rue 
Beauregard, 
Building H 
Lafayette 
337-322-0028

Karen Fairess 
Latter & Blum 
11412 Lake Sherwood 
N., Suite A 
Baton Rouge 
225-802-3021

Prissy Feinberg 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-278-8963

Everet Fekete 
Realty Executives 
South Louisiana 
15615 Hwy., Suite B 
Prairieville 
225-573-5156

Alyson Finch 
District South Real 
Estate Co. 
300 Rue 
Beauregard, 
Building H 
Lafayette 
337-280-9651

Brady Flavin 
Flavin Realty 
14333 Perkins Rd., 
Suite D 
Baton Rouge 
225-394-4974

Dan Flavin 
Flavin Realty 
3221 Ryan St., Suite A 
Lake Charles 
337-540-0813

Joshua Floyd 
Coldwell Banker 
Ingle Safari Realty 
765 Bayou Pines E. 
Lake Charles 
337-263-5954

Gary Fontenot 
Realty Executives 
South Louisiana 
15615 Hwy., Suite B 
Prairieville 
225-413-7797

Dawn Foreman 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-280-3492

AJ Francis 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-849-2668

Amy Fusilier 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-212-9830

Melissa Gaubert 
District South Real 
Estate Co. 
300 Rue 
Beauregard, 
Building H 
Lafayette 
337-257-8129

Ricky Gautreau 
Realty Executives 
South Louisiana 
15615 Hwy., Suite B 
Prairieville 
225-715-7256

Sheila Goins 
Latter & Blum 
11412 Lake Sherwood 
N., Suite A 
Baton Rouge 
225-921-2427

Brian Gotreaux 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-278-3444

Diana Greene 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-735-9300

Yvette Griffin 
Latter & Blum 
11412 Lake Sherwood 
N., Suite A 
Baton Rouge 
225-317-3535

Brad Griggs 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-916-5444

Carolyn Groner 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-578-4345

Jared Gros 
Latter & Blum 
509 Canal Blvd. 
Thibodaux 
985-859-8592

Phyllis Guedry 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-236-7038

Joyce Guidroz 
Keller Williams 
Realty 
1601 Belle Chasse 
Hwy., Suite 101 
Gretna 
504-390-7651

Yvette Guidry 
District South Real 
Estate Co. 
300 Rue 
Beauregard, 
Building H 
Lafayette 
337-501-3231

Kelli Guidry 
eXp Realty 
1297 St. Charles, 
Suite G 
Houma 
985-601-3136

Kyle Guidry 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-892-5953

Dianne Guidry 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-772-9511

Missy Guilliot 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-781-9658

Victoria Hargroder 
Emrick 
Hargroder Real 
Estate Group 
3861 Ambassador 
Caffery Pkwy., Suite 
100 
Lafayette 
337-945-5519

Tommy Hayes 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-280-0480

Sharel Hebert 
CENTURY 21 
Bessette Realty, Inc. 
3025 Lake St.  
Lake Charles 
337-515-8189

Caitlin Hebert 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-680-0323

Wesley Hebert 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-258-5062

Leigh Ann Heinse 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-937-5247

Lizzie Herter 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-962-0253

Sean Hettich 
District South Real 
Estate Co. 
300 Rue 
Beauregard, 
Building H 
Lafayette 
337-207-9430

Jana Hickey 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-356-9917

Shannon 
Higginbotham 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-412-4628

Robert Hillard 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-692-8474

Lydia Holland 
RE/MAX ONE 
12836 Hwy. 171 
Longville 
337-794-7848

Deborah Horaist 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-534-3289

Paula Hornback 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-344-3683

Lucius A. Hornsby 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-344-9949

Art in Context
Rising like a phoenix from 
Walnut Grove’s ashes, Bendel 
Gardens’ community emerged 
with arts patrons and creatives 
near museums, galleries and 
performing arts venues 

 BIRTH OF A  BIRTH OF A 
NEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOOD
The 150-acre Bendel 
Gardens was 
originally owned 
by Jean Mouton 
and Charlotte 
Odeide Mouton, 
daughter of Gov. 
Alexandre Mouton. 
In 1863, federal 
troops seized their 
plantation, forced 
out Charlotte and 
her six children, and 
burned it down. The 
property changed 
hands until Houston 
oilman, Harry 
Bentlif, developed 
the sprawling 
Bendel Gardens 
neighborhood. 

 SYMPHONIC  SYMPHONIC 
SOUNDSSOUNDS
Nearby is the 
Heymann 
Performing Arts 
Center, home to 
concerts by the 
Acadiana Symphony 
Orchestra and other 
community functions 
(heymanncenter.
com; acadianasym-
phony.org). 

 FOR ART  FOR ART 
LOVERSLOVERS
Nearby Acadiana 
Center for the Arts 
serves the entire 
region though arts 
education, outreach, 
concerts, more than 
40 annual exhibits 
and 150 annual 
events including 
every genre of 
performing arts 
(acadianacenter-
forthearts.org).

 MUSEUM  MUSEUM 
OF MASTERSOF MASTERS
The Hilliard Art 
Museum at 
UL-Lafayette’s 
permanent 
collections includes 
18th-21st-century 
European, Asian and 
American artworks. 
Changing exhibits 
showcase regional, 
national and 
international art  
(hilliardmuseum.org). 

 THEATRI- THEATRI-
CAL CROWDCAL CROWD
Cité des Arts is a 
non-profit arts 
incubator featuring 
a variety of theater 
productions staged 
in the recently 
remodeled Robert 
Sidman Theater 
that flanks a dance 
studio equipped 
with a floating 
dance floor 
(citedesarts.org).

 FOR HISTORY  FOR HISTORY 
BUFFSBUFFS
The Alexandre 
Mouton House/
Lafayette 
Museum, named 
for Louisiana’s 
first democratic 
governor, was once 
the home of Jean 
Mouton, founder 
of Vermilionville, 
renamed Lafayette 
in 1884. 
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New York fashion tycoon and Lafayette native, Henri Bendel (1868-1936), died before he could build 
his Lafayette dream house after purchasing 213 arpents along the Vermilion River, formerly Walnut 

Grove Plantation. Once it was on the market, developer Harry Bentlif acquired the 150-acre property to 
create the exclusive Bendel Gardens neighborhood, revered among arts patrons for its easy access to 
Lafayette’s top performing arts venues. We admire the neighborhood’s conveyance of grandeur, from 
19th-century landmarks to transformed modern mansions. Historic treasures include a grand Queen Anne 
(circa 1893) landmark that was split in two, moved intact from Abbeville to Bendel Gardens, precisely one 
hundred years after Simonet LeBlanc built the two-story home, carriage house and stables for his bride, Elia 
Roy (daughter of French planter Desiré Roy). Accented with a generous wrap-around columned porch and 
lacy gingerbread trim, it was later refurbished and expanded. In architectural contrast, the stunning G. 
Richard and Nicole Young house was transformed from a traditional home into a modern masterpiece with a 
minimalist vibe by architects/designers, Gil and Tanya Zaunbrecher, via unique glass wall systems between 
interconnected rooms and exteriors. Live oaks, camellias and azaleas line neighborhood streets.

BEST NEIGHBORHOOD FOR PERFORMING ARTS
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NOTABLE STREETSNOTABLE STREETS  
Developer Harry 
Bentlif named 
the streets after 
his children: 
Marguerite, 
Marjorie, 
Laurence, Beverly, 
Stephanie and 
Bernice.

NEAR GIRARD PARKNEAR GIRARD PARK  
Home to Festivals 
Acadiens 
et Créoles, the 
33-acre park is 
enhanced with 
tennis courts, 
playgrounds, 
pavilions and 
jogging trails.

FOR YOUR HEALTHFOR YOUR HEALTH  
Enjoy easy access 
to Ochsner 
Lafayette General 
Medical Center.

RELIGIOUS ROOTSRELIGIOUS ROOTS  
Vermilionville 
grew up around a 
church after Jean 
Mouton donated 
a portion of his 
land to establish 
(present-day) St. 
John the Evangelist 
Cathedral.

Magnolia Row
Planted by Henri Bendel in the early 
1930s, southern Magnolia Row begins 
on Marguerite Boulevard and extends 
to the river with mature magnolias in 
full bloom from May-June.

Flower Power
A springtime attraction since the 
1930s, the Lafayette Historic Azalea 
Trail is a winding drive through 
downtown, the Oil Center and historic 
neighborhoods (azaleatrail.org). 

Location
Near UL-Lafayette, the Oil Center, 
downtown galleries, museums, 
chic boutiques and chef-driven 
restaurants; theater, symphony and 
ballet venues.

Bendel 
Gardens

LAFAYETTE
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Stephen Hundley 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-789-6538

Kristi Huval 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-356-1211

Charles Ilonya 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-344-9875

Robbie Ingle 
Coldwell Banker 
Ingle Safari Realty 
765 Bayou Pines E. 
Lake Charles 
337-304-0481

Alissa Allphin 
Jenkins 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-773-7054

Tricia Johnston 
Latter & Blum 
11412 Lake Sherwood 
N., Suite A 
Baton Rouge 
225-754-2000

Dennis Jones 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-852-5236

Laurie Jones 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-938-7326

Amel Kates 
District South Real 
Estate Co. 
300 Rue 
Beauregard, 
Building H 
Lafayette 
337-278-3783

Stefanie Kellner 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-654-5299

Chris Khoury 
Bricks & Mortar Real 
Estate Co. 
2807 5th Ave. 
Lake Charles 
337-526-9647

Erin King 
Realty Executives 
South Louisiana 
15615 Hwy., Suite B 
Prairieville 
225-681-0161

Christie Kliebert 
Latter & Blum 
509 Canal Blvd. 
Thibodaux 
985-438-3360

Frankie LaBorde 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-921-0246

Theresa LaCour 
Latter & Blum 
209 W. Main St. 
New Iberia 
337-256-9768

Jessica LaCourse 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-200-0048

Michelle Lafleur 
Latter & Blum 
11412 Lake Sherwood 
N., Suite A 
Baton Rouge 
225-292-1000

Kimberly Lafleur 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-519-4425

Leland Lambert 
Latter & Blum 
11412 Lake Sherwood 
N., Suite A 
Baton Rouge 
225-921-5693

Jo Landreneau 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-907-3636

Amy Larriviere 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-230-4899

Brent Lassere 
District South Real 
Estate Co. 
300 Rue 
Beauregard, 
Building H 
Lafayette 
337-962-3297

Troy Lee 
Keller Williams 
Realty 
1601 Belle Chasse 
Hwy., Suite 101 
Gretna 
504-473-2771

Elaine Leonhard 
Meroney 
Latter & Blum 
11412 Lake Sherwood 
N., Suite A 
Baton Rouge 
225-405-2711

Phyllis Loftin 
Latter & Blum 
210 Dr. Michael 
DeBakey Dr. 
Lake Charles 
337-884-3851

Selena Lormand 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-962-6305

Cameron Luquette 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-962-7892

Sandy Mann 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-288-3707

Dana L. Manuel 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-322-6297

William McCarthy 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
866-794-1022

Shannon McCollum 
District South Real 
Estate Co. 
300 Rue 
Beauregard, 
Building H 
Lafayette 
337-201-0974

Wendy McCombie 
Latter & Blum 
6 DeGaulle Sq.  
Lafayette 
337-277-0590

Penny McGehee 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-344-7777

Danette McManus 
Flavin Realty 
3221 Ryan St., Suite A 
Lake Charles 
337-526-5737

Chelsea L. Meng 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
337-849-5121

Angel Metrejean 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-298-2638

Fran Meyers 
Latter & Blum 
425 W. Airline Hwy., 
Suite A 
LaPlace 
504-559-4046

Setareh Mirian-
Delcambre 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-344-0067

Scott Moffett 
Latter & Blum 
210 Dr. Michael 
DeBakey Dr. 
Lake Charles 
337-540-3498

Bonnie Morel 
Keller Williams 
Realty 
1601 Belle Chasse 
Hwy., Suite 101 
Gretna 
504-912-9997

Michele D. Mouton 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-371-1033

Ann Mullins 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-281-1196

Wallace Myers 
Keller Williams 
Realty 
2801 Ryan St., Suite 
800 
Lake Charles 
337-202-2407

Bernadette Navarre 
Flavin Realty 
3221 Ryan St., Suite A 
Lake Charles 
337-802-7410

Kathy Neugent 
Latter & Blum 
6712 W. Main St. 
Houma 
985-855-7471

Ingrid Osuna 
Latter & Blum 
11412 Lake Sherwood 
N., Suite A 
Baton Rouge 
225-333-6304

Jammie Parbhoo 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-739-0290

Midge Parker 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-278-4142

Ryan Parrish 
District South Real 
Estate Co. 
300 Rue 
Beauregard, 
Building H 
Lafayette 
337-366-3381

Teresa Pastor 
District South Real 
Estate Co. 
300 Rue 
Beauregard, 
Building H 
Lafayette 
337-230-2271

Tiffany Pellerin 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-456-5844

John Ray Perkins 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-654-9480

 CELEBRITY  CELEBRITY 
OAK OAK 
A celebrated live oak 
tree in the Margaret 
Place/Shell Beach 
Drive neighborhood 
has its own personal 
caretaker, and 
its seedlings are 
so revered that 
they’re harvested 
to create other oaks 
and for coastline 
conservation. Known 
as the Calcasieu 
Manor Tree, the 
170-year-old live 
oak that resides 
on a grand estate 
is registered with 
the Live Oak 
Society and the 
Louisiana Garden 
Club Federation.

 WHERE  WHERE 
TO STAYTO STAY
Situated on the 
Shell Beach Drive 
lakefront with 
cool breezes and 
amazing views the 
10,000-square-foot 
luxurious Della Belle 
Bed and Breakfast is 
situated on a 9-acre 
property with five 
elegant guest suites 
in the mansion. Built 
in 1925, the Greek-
influenced B&B 
reopens this fall. A 
grand parlor, billiard 
room bar, tea room, 
a pharmacy bar, 
formal dining and 
breakfast rooms, a 
garden house, a 
carriage house with 
an upstairs suite and 
a boathouse with 
panoramic views 
attract regulars 
(thedellabelle.com). 

 PRIOR  PRIOR 
PARTY PLACEPARTY PLACE
On the lakeshore 
near the intersection 
of Lake Street 
and Shell Beach 
Drive (the wooded 
land that’s part of 
the Barbe family 
homestead) was 
the famous Barbe 
Pleasure Pier, 
complete with a 
casino, theatre and 
dance hall that 
extended 200 feet 
into the lake at the 
turn of the century. 
The city’s prime 
center of recreation 
and entertainment, 
the popular pier 
was situated at 
the terminus of 
the streetcar line.

 FAKED DEATH  FAKED DEATH 
REVEALEDREVEALED
Beloved in Lake 
Charles, Jean Lafitte 
was supposedly 
buried at sea in 
1823. But a new 
book published 
by UL-Lafayette 
Press, "Jean 
Lafitte Revealed: 
Unraveling One of 
America’s Longest-
Running Mysteries" 
by professors Ashley 
Oliphant and Beth 
Yarbrough, takes 
a fresh look at all 
the legends, from 
Lafitte’s rise in 
Louisiana and 
the Gulf through 
his eventual 
disappearance 
in the Caribbean, 
with new evidence 
of Lafitte’s 1839 
arrival in North 
Carolina and death 
in Lincolnton in 
1875 at age 96 
under an assumed 
French name.

Of Legends & Lore
Local accounts of the Shell 
Beach Drive area add to the 
unfathomable legends of 
lost beachfront landmarks, 
ancient oaks and trajectories 
of pirate Jean Lafitte
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At A 
Glance 

Southern sophistication is at home in the luxurious Margaret Place/Shell Beach Drive neighborhood, 
where some of the most opulent historic mansions and grand estates in Lake Charles are nestled 

along the 1.7-mile scenic stretch of Shell Beach Drive bordering the Margaret Place subdivision’s eastern 
terminus, formerly Old Spanish Trail. Among the many grand historic homes is the neoclassical Stockwell 
mansion on Shell Beach Drive. Built in 1937, it was wedding present from Dr. R.G. Hocombe Sr. for his 
daughter, Roseina, and son-in-law, Oliver P. Stockwell. The city’s oldest house with the oldest legend is the 
Sallier-Barbe mansion on Shell Beach. The Charles Sallier cabin’s original bousillage walls (circa 1802) were 
discovered 75 years ago, hidden in the Sallier-Barbe mansion walls. Brought to Louisiana by pirate Jean 
Lafitte, Sallier was jealous of the audacious womanizing privateer. After finding the handsome Lafitte in his 
lakeside cabin with young wife, Catherine LeBleu, Sallier shot her with his pistol, then fled and never 
returned. His bullet lodged in Catherine’s brooch, a gift from Lafitte. Tales of Lafitte’s buried loot, including a 
large cache of gold coins found near a grove of trees east of Old Spanish Trail, are still circulating like the 
howling spectral winds that lurk around the notorious cabin, forever hidden on the water’s edge.

BEST NEIGHBORHOOD FOR LAKEFRONT LUXURY
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MINIATURE MINIATURE 
MANSIONSMANSIONS  
Many Shell Beach 
Drive properties 
have boathouses 
overlooking 
the water 
that resemble 
the adjacent 
mansions.

CULINARY SUCCESSCULINARY SUCCESS  
Catherine LeBleu’s 
descendants still 
live in the area 
as owners of the 
popular LeBleu’s 
Landing restaurant 
and oyster bar 
(lebleuslanding.
com).

RASCAL RASCAL 
REMEMBEREDREMEMBERED  
Charles Sallier 
(never seen again 
after shooting 
his wife) is 
memorialized 
at the Imperial 
Calcasieu 
Museum’s 
375-year-old 
landmark, The 
Sallier Oak.

Pirate Celebration
Jean Lafitte favored the shores of Lake 
Charles to bury treasure. Celebrate 
Lafitte’s legend for two weeks during 
the annual Louisiana Pirate Festival 
(louisianapiratefestival.com).

A Lake Named Charles
The lake bordering Charles Sallier’s 
cabin was called “Charles’ Lake.” The 
surrounding area became Charles 
Town, later Charleston in 1861 and 
renamed Lake Charles in 1867.

Margaret’s Ascent 
In 1911, the Hi-Mount Land Company 
advertised residential lots in Margaret 
Place. One of the landowners alleg-
edly traded the undeveloped land for 
two blankets and a bottle of rum.

Margaret Place/
Shell Beach Drive

LAKE CHARLES
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Ryan Petticrew 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-255-7481

Jill Pike 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-921-9529

Jerry Piper 
Latter & Blum 
11412 Lake Sherwood 
N., Suite A 
Baton Rouge 
225-281-3221

Jalyn Plaisance 
HUNCO Real Estate 
500 St. Julien Ave. 
Lafayette 
337-356-2285

Lindsey Reed 
District South Real 
Estate Co. 
300 Rue 
Beauregard, 
Building H 
Lafayette 
337-303-3987

Michelle Reliford 
Real Estate Services 
40495 Mignon Ave. 
Prairieville 
225-588-6989

Diana Richard 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
866-794-1022

David Richardson 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-413-3267

Missy Roberts 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-933-0051

Marquita Robinson 
Ascension Realty of 
Louisiana  
306 E. Cornerview 
St. 
Gonzales 
225-290-5400

Molli Rodriguez 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-578-0034

Rickey Romero 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-519-8303

Susan Roshto-Miller 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-931-9175

Nicole Rowell 
Realty Executives 
South Louisiana 
15615 Airline Hwy., 
Suite B 
Prairieville 
225-936-4250

Nicole Rowell 
Realty Executives 
South Louisiana 
15615 Hwy., Suite B 
Prairieville 
225-936-4250

Nick Saloom 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-277-9782

Candra Savoie 
District South Real 
Estate Co. 
300 Rue 
Beauregard, 
Building H 
Lafayette 
337-500-5593

Teresa Scarsella 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-291-4778

Kirk Schexnaider 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-962-2894

Beverly Schilling 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-257-4456

Robyn Schmitt 
HomeSmart Realty 
South 
145 W. Harrison Ave., 
Suite B 
New Orleans 
504-236-1144

Janet Schwartz 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-939-5887

Nah Senpeng 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-349-8869

Arla Slaughter 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-344-5263

Brandy Smith 
eXp Realty 
537 Cajundome 
Blvd., Suite 111 
Lafayette 
337-962-6733

Grace Smith 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-603-7852

Brandy Smith 
Realty Executives 
South Louisiana 
15615 Hwy., Suite B 
Prairieville 
225-241-7251

Lana Soileau 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-945-1324

Rusty Steel 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-962-4635

Jenn Stonicher 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-781-4932

Jodie B. Strain 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-975-1838

Susan Strait 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-501-4047

Kelly Streva 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-356-9835

Jeanne Stroda 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-955-2567

Elizabeth 
Strohmeyer 
Keller Williams 
Realty 
1601 Belle Chasse 
Hwy., Suite 101 
Gretna 
504-583-5115

Calyn Swords Welch 
Simon Real Estate, 
LLC 
P.O. Box 1988 
Patterson 
985-518-3091

Johnna Taylor 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-501-3344

Carrie Théard 
District South Real 
Estate Co. 
300 Rue 
Beauregard, 
Building H 
Lafayette 
337-371-6446

Lisa Thibodaux 
Latter & Blum 
509 Canal Blvd. 
Thibodaux 
985-446-6363

Tyler Thibodeaux 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-356-3343

Sandy Thibodeaux 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-278-6217

Lisa Thomas 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-978-5936

Lonnie Trimble 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-277-5185

Nicole Trumps 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-739-2791

Larry Turner 
CENTURY 21 
Bessette Realty, Inc. 
3025 Lake St. 
Lake Charles 
337-540-1916

Christi Van Eaton 
District South Real 
Estate Co. 
300 Rue 
Beauregard, 
Building H 
Lafayette 
337-654-6700

Leticia Verhage 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-212-0125

Ashley Vuci 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-324-3661

MaryBeth Walsh 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
318-237-0462

Marie Walther 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-962-4591

Yvona Ward 
Latter & Blum 
7414 Perkins Rd., 
Suite 200 
Baton Rouge 
225-769-1500

Of History & Hadacol
Attractions range from historic 
homes and churches to a 
Cajun senator’s downtown 
landmark built for Hadacol 
“medicine” that yielded millions

 LAFAYETTE’S  LAFAYETTE’S 
MOTHER CHURCH MOTHER CHURCH 
The soaring 
50-foot ceiling of 
the Romanesque-
style St. John the 
Evangelist Cathedral 
(completed in 1916) 
is a far cry from the 
rustic ceiling that 
covered the original 
l’Église St-Jean du 
Vermilion when it 
was built in 1821 on 
land donated by 
prominent French 
planter Jean Mouton. 
The cathedral is the 
third structure on the 
site that’s lauded as 
the dawn of Vermil-
ionville (present-day 
Lafayette). The 
original church 
doubled as a govern-
ment hub since it 
was the only place 
frequented by the 
area’s early settlers. 
The second church 
was built in the 1850s 
by Father Antoine 
Mégret, founder of 
Abbeville’s St. Mary 
Magdalen church, 
established in 1842 
from the remodeled 
Joseph LeBlanc home. 

 GOOD FOR  GOOD FOR 
FIVE MILLIONFIVE MILLION
The historic Tribune 
Building, known as 
the old downtown 
printing plant, was 
actually built by 
Senator Dudley 
LeBlanc to bottle 
his famous Hadacol 
patent medicine. 
The colorful Cajun’s 
boozy "vitamin" 
elixir became wildly 
popular “for pep” 
in the late 1940s. 

 DIVERSITY  DIVERSITY 
BY DESIGNBY DESIGN
Frequently 
misconstrued as 
a neighborhood 
limited to modest 
midcentury classics, 
the area is graced 
with architectural 
variety. The Saints 
Streets’ Elmwood 
Park subdivision, 
which was originally 
part of the vast land 
holdings of Basil 
and Maxime Crow, 
has notable historic 
landmarks. The 
Crows gifted the area 
to their daughter, 
Maxime, and her 
husband, Michel 
Girard. The Girards’ 
imposing circa 1857 
manse was built a 
block away from 
their son’s circa 1900 
Queen Anne domain 
(the family’s land 
donations instigated 
the original UL Lafay-
ette campus and 
Girard Park). Beyond 
Elmwood, the La 
Maison Française 
was designed in the 
Classical Revival style 
by famed fashion 
tycoon, Henri Bendel, 
for his sister, Louise 
Bendel Meyer. In 
another area, Tanya 
and Gil Zaun-
brecher (Zaunbrecher 
Design) transformed 
the Lauren and 
William Poche home 
into a modern 
interpretation of a 
sprawling Queen 
Anne farmhouse. 
The duo also 
designed their own, 
eye-catching modern 
farmhouse on a 
vacant narrow lot 
in the Saints Streets 
neighborhood. 
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At A 
Glance 

Known for its close proximity to UL Lafayette, the Cajundome, Cajun Field and downtown, the popular 
Saints Streets area is a magnet for creative millennials and Gen Zers seeking affordable, centrally 

located housing with easy access to casual eateries, hip music havens, trendy shops and Ragin’ Cajun 
games. Beyond its location, we also favor the nostalgic allure of the quiet, walkable neighborhood replete 
with picturesque cottages and colorful bungalows intermingled with chic modern farmhouses, historic 
homes and churches. St. John Street, the oldest of the “saintly” lanes, anchors the church that launched 
Lafayette in 1840. St. John the Evangelist Cathedral is graced with the commanding 126-foot-tall, 500-year-
old St. John live oak. The neighborhood’s oak-lined streets, named for favorite saints and flowering foliage, 
traverse subdivisions from Johnston to beyond Congress, and from Cajundome Boulevard to University 
Avenue. It’s a safe, people-watching milieu. You’ll recognize the busy young professionals walking to work 
and students biking to campus. On autumn evenings, you can smell the hickory smoke from backyard 
barbecues. Neighbors bond over front-porch beers, entertained by toddlers on trikes and Gen Zers on ’cross 
bikes heading for Blue Moon Saloon’s bounce night pop-ups, Wurst Biergarten’s open mic hook-ups and 
Rock’n’Bowl’s two-stepping Cajun coteries. 

BEST NEIGHBORHOOD FOR YOUNG PROFESSIONALS
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GOING FASTGOING FAST  
Homes in the 
Saints Street 
area don’t stay 
on the market for 
long, data shows. 
Limited inventory 
has motivated 
some buyers to 
make offers above 
asking price.

SCHOOL DAYSSCHOOL DAYS  
The French-
immersion 
program at Myrtle 
Place Elementary 
is known for its 
high ratings 
and widespread 
success 
(greatschools.org). 

HISTORIC HISTORIC 
SUBDIVISIONSUBDIVISION  
Elmhurst Park 
(developed in 
1905-1907) is one 
of several historic 
subdivisions 
that span the 
Saints Streets 
neighborhood. 

Capers for Kids
Kids enjoy the Children’s Museum 
of Acadiana’s full-size ambulance 
(childrensmuseumofacadiana.com) 
and the planetarium at the Lafayette 
Science Museum. 

Quick Bites
Grab an overstuffed oyster 
half-loaf at the iconic Olde Tyme 
Grocery, then loop out back to find 
those classic Murph’s snowballs 
(oldetymegrocery.com). 

Twists of Time 
Pamplona Tapas Bar (pamplonatapas.
com) is housed in the historic Grado 
Building. Tsunami (servingsushi.com) 
calls the original Abdalla’s department 
store home.

Saints 
Streets

LAFAYETTE
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Anna Ward 
Reliance Real Estate 
Group, LLC 
311 E. Willow St. 
Lafayette 
337-303-8725

EJ Washington 
Coldwell Banker 
Ingle Safari Realty 
765 Bayou Pines E. 
Lake Charles 
337-532-7740

Blake Weaver 
eXp Realty 
537 Cajundome 
Blvd., Suite 111 
Lafayette 
337-303-6933

Sara Whitney 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-501-7129

Connie Wiltz 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-331-2172

Greg Wise 
Latter & Blum 
210 Dr. Michael 
DeBakey Dr. 
Lake Charles 
337-304-2492

Tatiana Yessayan 
Latter & Blum 
11412 Lake Sherwood 
N., Suite A 
Baton Rouge 
225-733-5700

TEAMS 

Amy Braun & 
Heathyr McDaniel 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-344-0463

Deborah Pierce and 
The Red  
Star Team 
Keller Williams 
Realty Acadiana 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-852-3599

Get Sold Team 
Latter & Blum 
209 W. Main St., 
Suite 100 
New Iberia 
337-365-9700

Hailey Daigle Genin 
& Anna-Corinne 
Mahtook 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-349-9370

Sylvia McLain & 
Cody Musgrove, 
A Professional 
Realtor Group 
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-233-9700

Team Kim & Kar 
Latter & Blum 
11412 Lake 
Sherwood N., 
Suite A 
Baton Rouge 
225-324-6385

Teresa Hamilton  
& Team 
Latter & Blum  
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-344-8687

The Acadiana 
Home Team  
Latter & Blum 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 101 
Lafayette 
337-347-7797

MORTAGE

Michele Abshire 
Hancock Whitney 
Bank 
1301 Camellia Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-288-1359

Courtney 
Acreneaux  
Assurance Financial 
1227 Saint Charles 
St., Suite B 
Houma 
985-860-3371

Shannon Babin  
NOLA Lending 
Group 
37338 Perkins Rd., 
Suite B 
Prairieville 
225-202-7834

Doug Bickley 
GMFS Mortgage 
4561 Durham Pl., 
Suite C 
Baton Rouge 
225-214-5154

Mark Boudreaux 
Chase Bank 
1233 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd. 
Lafayette 
337-266-4312

Susie Boudreaux  
IberiaBank 
706 Barrow St.  
Houma 
985-852-1326

Tessa Boustany 
Essential Mortgage 
430 Notre Dame St. 
New Orleans 
337-298-0165

Jeremy Castille  
Castille Mortgage 
Company 
102 Magnate Dr., 
Suite 203 
Lafayette 
337-534-4415

Sarah Cooley  
NOLA Lending 
Group 
900 S. College Rd., 
Suite 206 
Lafayette 
337-261-3607

Ashley Courville 
Movement 
Mortgage 
100 Asma Blvd., 
Suite 100 
Lafayette 
337-267-8511

April Curtis 
GMFS Mortgage 
7389 Florida Blvd., 
Suite 200A 
Baton Rouge 
225-788-1504

Keith Delatte 
Essential Mortgage 
430 Notre Dame St. 
New Orleans 
337-267-4103

Justin Doucet  
GMFS Mortgage 
300 Rue 
Beauregard, 
Building I 
Lafayette 
337-250-2178

Nicole Dupre  
Regions Bank 
3525 N. Causeway 
Blvd. 
Metairie 
504-258-7392

Shelby Emrick  
US CapitalGroup 
Mortgage 
3861 Ambassador 
Caffery Pkwy. Suite 
101 
Lafayette 
337-344-5441

Terri Gondron 
Priority Mortgage 
Lending, Inc. 
101 Energy Pkwy., 
Suite D 
Lafayette 
337-289-0550

Pam Guillory 
IberiaBank 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd. 
Lafayette 
337-278-8883

Jennifer Hebert  
Assurance Financial 
1215 Camellia Blvd. 
Lafayette 
337-258-4871

Drake Hebert  
OneHome 
Mortgage 
200 Cautillion Dr.  
Youngsville 
337-519-2398

Stephanie 
Machada Barto  
GMFS Mortgage 
119 Terra Belle Blvd. 
Covington  
504-874-6373

Jesse Mancuso  
IberiaBank 
4011 Canal St. 
New Orleans 
504-669-8276

Ann Matassa  
Movement 
Mortgage 
9026 Jefferson Hwy., 
Suite 103 
Baton Rouge 
225-907-7083

Mary McCullough 
Parc Lending 
1921 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd., Suite 203 
Lafayette 
337-366-7571

Phyllis Miller 
Standard Mortgage 
1819 W. Pinhook Rd., 
Suite 110 
Lafayette 
337-362-0102

Blake Neveaux 
Milestone Mortgage  
91 Settlers Trace 
Blvd., Building 3 
Lafayette 
337-298-7429

Fabio Passos 
Milestone Mortgage 
91 Settlers Trace 
Blvd., Building 3 
Lafayette 
337-381-2130

Jesse Regan  
Preferred Lending 
Solution 
104 Albertson Pkwy. 
Broussard 
337-258-9992

Robert Romero II 
NOLA Lending 
Group 
900 S. College Rd., 
Suite 206 
Lafayette 
337-257-4607

Michele 
Schambough  
IberiaBank 
2000 Kaliste Saloom 
Rd. 
Lafayette 
337-991-9250

Austin Shumaker 
Louisiana Home 
Lending 
218 Rue 
Beauregard, Suite i 
Lafayette 
337-806-9940

Kim Smith 
NOLA Lending 
Group 
900 S. College Rd., 
Suite 206 
Lafayette 
337-288-2731

Leslie Tamporello  
Chase Bank 
3783 Veterans Blvd. 
Metairie 
504-641-3630

Architectural 
Perspectives 
Profiles of historic homes 
that convey how a lumber 
boom shaped Lake Charles 
architecture and the historic 
Charpentier District’s varied 
styles and cultural roots

 A STUDY  A STUDY 
IN STYLES IN STYLES 
Houses in the 
Charpentier District 
were constructed 
between the late 
1800s and the early 
1930s. The Edgar 
Miller House (circa 
1914) is a sterling 
example of a 
craftsman airplane 
bungalow built of 
longleaf pine, brick 
and stucco with 
five windows in 
the “cockpit” dormer 
and a broad front 
porch roof acting 
as a “wing.” The 
Samuel Woodring 
House (circa 1907) 
has hand-selected 
lumber for the 
massive show house 
(he was manager 
of the Calcasieu 
Longleaf Lumber Co.). 
Originally built in the 
Queen Anne style, it 
was remodeled to 
add fluted columns 
and the wrap-around 
porches. The Ernest 
Bel House (circa 
1890) was built by J.A. 
Bel for his son as a 
wedding present with 
17 rooms, a five-room 
carriage house and 
a hidden widow’s 
walk above the attic.

 RAILROAD  RAILROAD 
ROOTSROOTS
Lake Charles had 
electric streetcars as 
early as 1894 and one 
of the lines ran from 
downtown via Kirby 
and Kirkman streets 
to serve the residents 
of upper Lake 
Charles and Central 
Place, resulting 
in a prestigious 
neighborhood that 
developed with large, 
elegant homes. 

 LUMBER TO  LUMBER TO 
THE RESCUETHE RESCUE
For more than 
100 years, sailing 
schooners from Lake 
Charles traded with 
Galveston and other 
Gulf port cities with 
cargoes that included 
lumber and other 
commodities. As late 
as 1900, after a great 
storm destroyed 
much of Galveston, 
Lake Charles lumber 
was used to rebuild 
the Texas coastal city.

 
 GERMAN  GERMAN 

INFLUENCEINFLUENCE
The Germans 
were experienced 
lumbermen and 
shipbuilders and 
left a tradition of 
excellent woodcraft 
exhibited in houses 
and structures in 
Charpentier District's 
Germantown area.
Featuring a grand 
portico supported 
by massive “Lake 
Charles columns,” 
the Walter Goos 
house (circa 1903) 
is a 3-story Colonial 
Revival gem built of 
cypress. The Captain 
Simon Jacobson 
cottage (circa 1885) 
follows the traditional 
shape of a seafarer’s 
cottage. The Charles 
Fitzenreiter house 
is a Victorian raised 
cottage with turned 
columns supporting 
the front gallery. 
The Alfred Reid 
House (circa 1891) 
is known for its 
witch’s hat turret. A 
mirror-flipped twin 
of this house is on 
Moss and Division 
(minus the hat).
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At A 
Glance 

The heart of Lake Charles is the historic Charpentier District, covering more than 40 blocks of 
turn-of-the-century residential and commercial buildings distinguished by various architectural styles 

and accents. After the Civil War, the city transitioned with the influx of immigrants from northern and 
midwestern states, precipitated by the lumber boom that came with the northern lumber barons. Mill 
workers settled in the area east of downtown in what is now the Charpentier District (French for “carpenter”), 
named for the self-made carpenter-architects who freely designed as they built, since there were no 
available architects. They borrowed different elements from myriad architectural styles that gave rise to the 
unique Lake Charles style that prevails. We feel that if you spend enough time exploring the eye-catching, 
unique homes while strolling beneath the huge oaks, real estate listings will soon follow. The historic district is 
adjacent to the beach and boardwalk, popular for afternoon sailboat-watching, jogging and catching 
dreamy sunsets. 

BEST NEIGHBORHOOD FOR HISTORIC HOMES
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HISTORIC HOMES HISTORIC HOMES 
VERIFIEDVERIFIED  
The 40-block area 
is on the National 
Register of Historic 
Places.

LOCAL LUMBERLOCAL LUMBER  
Fueled by the vast 
woodlands in the 
area, the 1880s 
lumber boom led 
to the rapid growth 
of the city and 
the extensive use 
of solid pine and 
cypress for homes.

WORTH VISITINGWORTH VISITING  
The nearby Civic 
Center Seawall 
and Park has 
added attractions 
with Millennium 
Park, Veterans 
Memorial Park and 
the PPG interac-
tive fountain.

OFF THE RAILSOFF THE RAILS  
In 2011, a section 
of downtown’s 
original streetcar 
tracks (discontin-
ued in 1926) was 
uncovered during 
replacement of 
the Pithon Coulee 
Bridge. 

Culinary Diversity 
Get a taste of the town at 121 Artisan 
Bistro, Restaurant Calla and the new 
The James 710 for upscale dining, 
Steamboat Bill’s for casual seafood, 
and Cajun fare at LeBleu’s Landing. 

Carnival Forever
The reopened Mardi Gras Museum 
of Imperial Calcasieu is filled with 
lifelike costumed mannequins with 
distinctive physiognomy that makes 
each Carnival scenario vivid. 

District Genesis 
Calcasieu Parish was created out of St. 
Landry Parish in 1840 and “Charleston” 
became the parish seat in 1852 at the 
urging of Jacob Ryan.

Charpentier 
District

LAKE CHARLES
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LETTRES D'AMOUR

My Utilitarian 
Acadiana
A designer ponders the way 
'Cajun ingenuity' impacts 
regional architecture

by Joel Breaux  
illustration by Sara Willia

I grew up next to a shipyard in a small 
village boasting three of them; no small 
achievement considering Loreauville has about 
1,000 citizens. In addition to the shipyards, it 
had the first living cultural museum in the Aca-
diana area, a history of airboat development, a 
history of developing farming equipment and 
two outboard engine companies. Having been 
raised in a part of Acadiana that seemed the 
epicenter of creativity and entrepreneurship, 
it comes as no surprise that my career trajec-
tory would be a multitude of design disciplines. 
I am a product of my environment.
As I drive around south Louisiana, I’m 

continually amazed at random applications 

of what most people call “Cajun ingenuity.” 
There are no shortages of old bathtubs half 
submerged in the ground sheltering the Virgin 
Mary. Drive around and you’ll find outdated 
satellite dishes being used as low-tech gazebos. 
A little further down the road, a galvanized 
metal tank (the kind used to provide cattle 
with water) is now a child’s swimming pool. I 
passed a house the other day and a trampoline 
was being used as a chicken coop. 
In reality, it’s less about ingenuity and 

more about appropriation. The Cajun and 
Creole people have always been willing to 
take an object intended for a particular pur-
pose and apply it towards a different usage: A 
washboard can be used as a musical instru-
ment. An airboat is, basically, an airplane 
propeller attached to a car engine mounted 
onto a boat — the Turducken of transporta-
tion. Boudin could have easily been Bou-
dreaux’s attempt at making Marie’s leftover 
rice dressing a finger food by placing it in 
sausage casing.
Early settlers of the area didn’t use mud in 

walls (bousillage) for visual effect. 
“Dang Marie, that mud and moss combo, 

that’s pretty yeah!” 

I don’t think so. 
So why approach building a home in the 

most generic American manner possible: For 
appearances? A contemporary Acadian home 
can facilitate the rich experience of south 
Louisiana, not separate us from it.
It’s culturally relevant to look at existing 

regional archetypes and choose the best ele-
ments when designing a home. Adopt the 
social and cultural experiences from a camp. 
Borrow the durable materials of agricultural 
buildings for their cost effectiveness. Learn 
from offshore platforms’ infrastructure and 
adaptability. Retain historic building practices 
that are still applicable regarding the environ-
ment (floods, hurricanes and so on).
Why stop at archetypes? Appropriate 

industry itself. There is a unique abundance of 
laser-cutting and waterjet-cutting companies, 
shipbuilders, welders and other craftsmen in 
this region.
In the same way a window reveals a view of 

a bayou, sugarcane field or oak tree; creating 
a house can provide a view into Acadiana’s 
cultural landscape. It’s time to stop keeping 
up with the Joneses and start keep up with the 
Boudreauxs. ■

JOEL BREAUX is a designer in the disciplines of architecture, furniture design, public art, memorial 
design, educational installations and environmental/architectural graphics. His firms include 
Krivanek+Breaux/Art+Design (Chicago) and broDesign (Loreauville/Lafayette). Instagram: fauxbro1
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Check 
out our 
NEW 
website
Get the magazine’s 
award-winning 
articles and 
photography, plus 
digital exclusives 
including videos, 
recipes and more.
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PLUS ÇA CHANGE

in all of history.” Yet, we decided to stay here, 
make it our home, raise our families and bury 
our dead in and on this ever-shifting, never-a-
dull-moment, slow-motion roller coaster ride 
of a country. We have tried to tame the land-
scape and the waterways through levees and 
canals to accommodate our needs and desires, 
all the while being molded by the limits and 
constraints nature has imposed upon us. 
Our sense of place comes from events 

that preceded our arrival, whether by birth, 
choice, force or exile, and will continue to 
influence those who, hopefully, will occupy 
this land after us. But that proposition is by 
no means a foregone conclusion. The natural 
phenomena that formed the land beneath our 
feet are now working to take it away, despite 
our best efforts to engineer ourselves out of 
the seemingly inevitable. Recurrent hurri-
canes and flooding, land erosion, rising sea 
levels and simple subsidence, not to mention 
the damage we have incurred ourselves in the 
exercise of our livelihoods, are all pushing us 
away not only from the land, but also from the 
means of living we extracted from it. Home, 

that physical and emotional space our 
forebearers have provided for us and 
hopefully we will pass on to those who 
will follow us. Where we go next will 
be determined by our answers to the 
same questions the residents of Isle 
de Jean Charles are facing. Mostly 
descendants of the people who 

roamed this land alongside mast-
odons and bison, they are the 
first official American climate 
refugees and some refuse to 
leave. Who’s to blame them? 
As one of the last holdouts 
says, “We were born here. 
We are going to die here.” 
Most have decided to move 
further inland. Our idea of 
what home means to us in 
south Louisiana may just one 
day boil down to, as The Clash 
sang, “Should I stay or should 
I go?” Whatever we chose, we 

will still have to make it our 
home. ■

allowed the freed waters to carve what would 
eventually become the Mississippi River 
and its tributaries. The receding ice also left 
behind rich sediment that formed the Missis-
sippi Valley, the end of which we inhabit today, 
allowing for fertile harvests and a healthy 
ecosystem. It was nonetheless a harsh envi-
ronment, filled with animals that would just 
as soon eat you as look at you, where people 
decided to make their home for thousands 
of years, adjusting and adapting to their sur-
roundings, long before Cavelier, Sieur de la 
Salle planted a flag to claim all the land that 
drains into this vast delta for the far-off king 
of France. Not surprisingly, upon their arrival, 
the early French explorers’ first accounts men-
tion the size and quantity of the mosquitoes, 
which according to one Jesuit chronicler “have 
already caused more Christians to curse than 

Migrating 
Places
Where do you go when 
home leaves you?

by David Cheramie 
illustration by Sara Willia

The story of south Louisiana is one of 
constant flux and migration, going all the 
way back to the end of the Pleistocene Epoch 
when the melting Laurentide Ice Sheet 
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laient les constructions en Acadie, mais qui 
étaient aussi temporaires. Puis, le style créole, 
qui existait avant leur arrivée, commence à 
faire sentir son influence en ajoutant entre 
autres un espace en-dessous de la maison 
pour laisser passer l’air frais 
et les crues des bayous. Enfin, 
la généralisation de la galerie 
devant a marqué les maisons 
de la quatrième génération. 
Avec la « garçonnière », cette 
pièce dans le grenier réservés 
aux jeunes mâles qu’ils avaient 

L’architecture 
et la nature 
Construire sa maison 
sans oublier où elle est.

par David Cheramie

La maison de mes parents, là où j’ai 
grandi, était juste derrière celle de mes 
grands-parents. Avec mes yeux d’enfant, je 
voyais une maison énorme, un palais presque, 
avec un escalier en briques qui montait 
jusqu’au ciel. En réalité, c’était une maison 
modeste, mais montée haut sur pilotis. Sa 
hauteur était plus le résultat d’une élévation 
supérieure à celle des autres maisons du 
voisinage que d’une vie de grand luxe menée 
par mes grands-parents. Mes cousins et moi 
passions des heures à jouer dans la fraîche 
pénombre du grand espace sous cette maison, 
les toiles d’araignée en prime. La raison pour 
laquelle nous avions ce terrain de jeu couvert 
était due au fait que mon grand-père, un sur-
vivant de l’ouragan de 1893 à l’âge de six ans, 
respectait la nature. C’est pour ça qu’il l’a faite 
bâtir si haut, au moins quatre pieds, avec une 
citerne qui collectait l’eau de pluie en plus. Il 
savait de quoi la nature était capable, pour 
le meilleur et le pire. Des années après, ma 
mère m’a raconté comment Pépère secouait 
tristement la tête en voyant la construction 
de maisons dans le style « ranch » à même 
une dalle en ciment. « Ils sont fous, ce jeune 
monde » se lamentait-il. Et il avait raison, 
comme les inondations successives l’ont 
prouvé. Les vieilles maisons restaient au-
dessus des flots, tandis que « ce jeune monde » 
écopait les leurs. Avec l'entrée dans la moder-
nité américaine, nous avons oublié ces leçons 
et nous nous sommes éloignés des types de 
maisons qui considéraient les forces que la 
nature pouvait porter.
Arrivés au 18e siècle en Louisiane, les 

Acadiens ont connu quatre générations dif-
férentes de construction. Selon Jay Edwards, 
en Acadie, ils ont utilisé des méthodes qui 
leur ont bien servi dans le climat froid du 
Canada : petites fenêtres, petites portes et 
la construction directement dans le sol, une 
technique appelée « poteaux en terre ». Sous 
les tropiques, ils ont vite compris que c’était 
le contraire qu’il fallait faire. Les premières 
habitations étaient temporaires, construites 
dans le style des huttes des Amérindiens en 
lataniers. Ensuite, des cottages qui rappe-

EN FRANÇAIS, S’IL VOUS PLAÎT

déjà en Acadie, devient probablement la car-
actéristique la plus connue, ils ont donné le 
style qu’on associe à présent avec la maison 
acadienne typique.
Si on veut continuer à construire et 

vivre dans la région, il faut 
réimaginer notre relation avec 
l’environnement et voir la nature 
non pas comme une bête sau-
vage qu’on peut dompter, mais 
comme mon grand-père l’a vue : 
Avec les yeux de quelqu’un qui a 
vu de quoi elle est capable. ■

FOR AN ENGLISH 
TRANSLATION VISIT 
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