CLOSE UP

AZGFD biologists and representatives from partner
organizations formed a line to ensure that the
pronghorn continued into the holding area after they
were directed into the vicinity by a helicopter.
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On Jan. 24, the Arizona Game
and Fish Department, in partner-
ship with the Arizona Antelope
Foundation and local private
landowners, reduced the size of
the iconic herd by capturing 45 of
the fleet-footed animals and trans-
porting them to various release
sites in southeast Arizona.

The one-day operation was
conducted on private property
south of Highway 89A. A heli-
copter was used to round up and
funnel the pronghorn into a hold-
ing area, where wildlife biologists,
veterinarians and others evalu-
ated the health of each pronghorn,
attached an ear tag for identifica-
tion and fitted them with GPS
tracking collars.

The pronghorn then were
transported almost 300 miles
south to release sites near Bonita,
Altar Valley and San Bernardino
Valley, where they will bolster
small populations in these areas.
— Dale Hajek
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