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A forest is a complex web of energy 
and matter and it reaches out far 
beyond the confines of identified 

acreages. Much of what a forest does, and 
is, is invisible and can never be captured by 
the camera. At other times the energy and 
the matter all align on the scale of human 
perception and we see; oh, a blossom, a 
salamander, a mushroom, a bear! All amaz-
ing, all wonders to be studied forever and, 
even then, to be felt more than to really 
be known. Take any one of these images 
and spend some time with it and you will 
understand what the poet William Blake 
meant about seeing the World in a Grain of 
Sand. These nodes of matter show us the 
never-ending flow of energy and change 
right here, right this moment. And the 
shutter clicks. 

The pen is a slower, but it can include a bit 
more of the intersections. It can tell of strand 
pulling strand in the web of life. It can hint 
at the dimension of time. And then finally 
beyond the camera and the pen there is the 
energy and matter that you, reader, bring to 
the equation. For after you douse yourself 
in the images and the words you must go a 
step beyond and add the dimension of expe-
rience. It is only then that you will truly start 
seeing the forest. And the forest will see you 
too. There are plenty of eyes in these photos 
and, as you will read here, even the eyeless 
trees sense your light.
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We are also of the forest. We are a node 
of energy and matter existing now, this 
moment. We don’t need shutter or pen to 
tell us that this matters. It all matters. And 
it is all continually rising and disappearing. 
Yet right now it is. And that is what we 
celebrate.

It is our intention to act as a reminder 
that the living part of our planet, the bio-
sphere, is just a thin, lovely, membrane. We 
have destroyed much of this membrane, 
but because it is alive it has the ability to 
heal. Here we celebrate the part of the bio-
sphere known as the temperate deciduous 
forest, and all the living things it contains.

—Joan Maloof
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ROBERT LLEWELLYN has been 
photographing the Virginia 
countryside, its trees, people, and 
historic places for almost four 
decades. His photographs have been 
featured in albemarle Magazine 
and art galleries across the state. 
More than thirty books featuring his 
photography are in print. Some of his 
books include Seeing Seeds; Seeing 
Flowers; Seeing Trees; Remarkable 
Trees of Virginia; Albemarle: A Story 
of Landscape and American Identity; 
and Mr. Jefferson’s Upland Virginia. 
Bob and his wife, Bobbi, live in 

Albemarle County.  

www.robertllewellyn.com

JOAN MALOOF, Professor Emeritus 
at Salisbury University, founded 
the Old-Growth Forest Network 
to preserve, protect and promote 
the country’s few remaining stands 
of old-growth forest. She spends 
her time lecturing, writing, visiting 
forests, assisting private landowners, 
and supporting local groups trying to 
protect community forests.

 www.joanmaloof.com
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